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February 10, 2015 

 

 

Dear Parents/Guardians: 

 

As you may know, for years students have been required to participate in annual standardized testing by the New 

Jersey Department of Education.  Most recently, the NJASK (New Jersey Assessment of Skills and Knowledge) 

has been used to determine student’s knowledge and skills in meeting the New Jersey Core Curriculum Content 

Standards.  This year, though, your child will be participating in a new assessment called, PARCC (Partnership for 

Assessment of Readiness for College and Careers), which replaces NJASK. 

 

The PARCC assessment has many similarities to the NJASK; however, there are some important differences: 

 The PARCC assessment was built to assess knowledge and skills defined by the Common Core State 

Standards.  These standards have been adopted by 44 states.  The NJASK was built to assess knowledge 

and skills defined in New Jersey Core Curriculum Content Standards, which are unique to New Jersey. 

 The test is broken into two different administrations: the first is the Performance-Based Assessment (PBA) 

taken in March and the second is the End-of-Year (EOY) assessment taken in late April/Early May. 

 The NJASK was taken over the course of 4-5 consecutive days with testing lasting between 60-135 

minutes depending on grade level.  PARCC is taken over nine days with testing times ranging from 60-90 

minutes.  In short, the PARCC takes more days but less minutes per day to administer. 

 Students will take the PARCC online using computers/tablets/Chromebooks provided by the district. 

 Because the PARCC is being administered to millions of students in a dozen states, there is much more 

information being provided to schools to assist teachers in aligning instruction to the standards and better 

prepare them for the innovative test items possible with a computerized assbbessment. 

 The PARCC assessment promises to provide much more information on students’ performance than the 

NJASK.  More detailed information should allow parents and teachers to better diagnose and address 

strengths and weakness. 

 

Although the change from NJASK to PARCC has generated discussion about students “opting out” of testing, there 

has been no change in the State’s position; all students are required to participate in the State’s testing program as 

per State law and regulations (N.J.S.A. 18A:7C-1 and N.J.A.C. 6A:8-4.1).  As such, the school district is required 

to provide all students attending school during the testing window the opportunity to complete the assessment. 

 

If you have concerns or questions about the PARCC assessment, please contact your child’s principal.   

 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

Daniel E. Bland 

Assistant Superintendent 


